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PREFACE 
TO THE 
SECOND EDITION 


IN presenting a further edition of this 
booklet, it is my fervent desire to bring before 
the people of the world quotations from the 
“ Book of Books,”’ the Holy Quran, the last 
Revelation of Allah to Humanity, supple- 
mented by certain sayings of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, which, if followed, would 
bring peace and guidance to the world. I 
have also quoted from the Holy Bible as 
I desire to put before my readers a com- 
parison which will stimulate thought. The 
Holy Quran, which has remained unchanged 
and uncorrupted for over thirteen centuries, 
is the guide to over 400,000,000 who inhabit 
this planet of ours, and therefore should be 
studied and understood by everyone. No 
other book in the world has remained un: 
touched throughout the centuries, and the 
preservation of its purity is indeed a miracle.’ 
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The Holy Prophet Muhammad was the last 
Historical Prophet, and his words, coming 
as they do from one sent to this world as the 
Teacher of Humanity, are as true guidance 
in the twentieth century as when revealed 
ages ago in Arabia. Muslims stand forward 
as the champions of religion—for we accept 
all Prophets sent by Allah since the beginning 
of life on earth. We cannot therefore be 
at enmity with any man, whatever his creed 
may be, but we regard Islam as the complete 
and final revelation to a world struggling 
through Darkness to attain the Light. We 
freely offer the spiritual ideals we possess 
to all. Some perhaps would foolishly study 
only through coloured spectacles, but I urge 
them to discard everything which tends to 
shut out the Light, and to read clearly the 
beautiful and spiritual teachings revealed 
to a waiting people thirteen hundred years 
ago. 


I have added some sayings of the Caliph 
Ali, whose words are revered wherever 
Muslims dwell, and who was always present 
to imbibe the spiritual forces from the Last 
and Greatest of the Prophets. Ali was the 
soul of piety and knowledge, and his words 
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have been echoed by nearly a quarter of the 
beings upon earth. The advice of Imam 
Hasan, the grandson of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, adds to this spiritual chain, 
and I have selected a few of his utterances 
also. 


My booklet would be incomplete if I 
did not add a few chosen passages from the 
great thinkers of the West, for many of them, 
unconsciously perhaps, have followed in 
the footsteps of Prophet Muhammad and 
his successors. Students of history know 
well how much the West was influenced by 
the religion and wonderful culture of the 
Muslims, and, like a vein of gold running 
through the rocks, we can find the glorious 
knowledge and spiritual message of Islam 
peeping through Western ideals and litera- 
ture. 


When I presented the first edition of 
this booklet, I had in mind that it might 
prove an introduction to a better and more 
comprehensive study of Islamic thought, 
and the reception accorded to my effort has 
encouraged me to present a further edition 
to a public which does not cease to demand 
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~ ‘I would ask those who desire to go 
further to read my larger books—such as 
Fear Allah and Take Your Own Pari and 
Muhammad: A Mercy to All the Nations— 
and so swim further into the Sea of Islamic 
Knowledge. Mankind to-day needs guidance, 
and I am certain that, once the beauties of 
Islam are revealed to those whd are genuine 
Seekers after Truth, they will throw aside 
prejudice, and with an open mind study 
the téachings of Islam—the Religion of 
Humanity. 3 


At-HaJ Qassim ALI JAIRAZBHOY. 


GOOLSHANABAD, 
PEDDER Roap, 
BOMBAY. 
13th March 1936. 


GREATNESS 


OF 


THE HOLY QURAN > 


“And serve Allah and do not associate 
anything with Him, and be good to the 
parents, to the near of kin and the orphans 
and the needy and the neighbour of (your) 
kin and the alien neighbour, and the com- 
panion in a journey and the wayfarer and 
those whom your right hands possess, surely 
Allah does not love him who is proud and 
boastful.” (4:36.) . 


“And as for those who believe and do 
good, We wil most certainly do away their 
evil deeds and We will most certainly reward 
them the best of what they did.” (29:7.) 


‘Surely Allah commands you to make 
over trusts to those worthy of them, 
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that when you judge between people, you 
judge with justice ; surely Allah is the Seeing 
the Hearing.” (4:58.) 

*% * % 

“Or do they who work evil think that 
they will escape Us? Evil is it that they 
judge.” (29:4.) 

% % % 

“‘ As for those who spend their property 
by night and by day secretly and openly, 
they shall have their reward from their 
Lord, and they shall have no fear, nor shall 
they grieve.”’ (2:274.) 

* * % 

“There is no compulsion in religion ; 
truly the right way has become clearly distinct 
from error ; therefore whoever disbelieves in 
the devil and believes in Allah, he indeed 
has laid hold on the firmest handle, which 
shall not break off, and Allah is the Hearing. . 
the Knowing.” (2:256.) 

+ * * 

** Say : If men and jinn should combine 
together to bring the like of this Quran, 
they could not bring the like of it, though 
some of them were aiders of others.” 
(17:88.) 
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““ And with Him are the treasures of the 
unseen; none knows them but He; and He 
knows what is in the land and the sea, and 
there falls not a leaf but He knows it, nor a 
grain in the darkness of the earth, nor any- 
thing green or dry but (it is all) in clear book.” 
(6:59.) 

% +d x 

‘And let those fear who, should they 
leave behind them weakly offspring, would 
fear on their account ; so let them be careful 
of (their duty to) Allah, and let them speak 
right words.” (4:9.) 


* * * 


‘And the recompence of evil is punish- 
ment like it, but whoever forgives and 
amends, he shall have his reward from Allah; 
for He does not love the unjust.”” (42:40.) 

* * af 


“And do not turn your face away from 
people in contempt, nor go about in the land 
exulting overmuch ; surely Allah does not 
love any self-conceited boaster.”” (31:18.) 

* * * 


“And pursue the right course in your 
going about and lower your voice ; surely the 
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most hateful of voices is braying of the 
asses.” (31:19.) 


a * x 


“Certainly you have in the Apostle of 
Allah an excellent exemplar for him who 
hopes in Allah and the latter day, and 
remembers Allah much.”’ (33:21.) 


““O you men! surely We have created 
you of a male and a female and made you 
tribes and families that you may know each 
other ; surely the most honourable of you 
with Allah is the one most careful of (his 
duty to) Allah; and surely Allah is Knowing, 
Aware.” (49;13.) 


‘““Q you who believe! let not (one) people 
laugh at (another) people, perchance they 
may be better than they; nor let women 
(laugh) at (other) women, perchance they 
may be better than they ; and do not find 
fault with your own people nor call one 
another by nicknames; evil is a bad name 
after faith, and whoever does not turn, these 
it is that are the unjust.”’ (90-11.) 
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‘“ And whoever does good deeds, whether 
male or female, and he (or) she is a believer, 
these shall enter the garden, and they shall 
not be dealt with a jot unjustly.” 
(4:124.) 

| * a * 

‘‘ Tf you give alms openly, it is well, and 
if you hide it and give it to the poor, it is 
better for you ; this will do away with some 
of your evil deeds; and Allah is aware of 
what you do.” (2:271.) 

aK * sd 

“The pilgrimage is (performed in) the 
well-known months ; so whoever determines 
the performance of the pilgrimage, therein 
there shall be then no foul speech nor abusing 
nor disputing in the pilgrimage ; and what- 
ever good you do, Allah knows it ; and make 
provision for surely the benefit of provision 
is the guarding of oneself, and be careful (of 
your duty) to Me; O men of understanding !” 
(2:197.) 

x * a 

“He has only forbidden you what dies 
of itself, blood and flesh of swine, and that 
over which any other name than that of 
Allah has been invoked, but whoever is driven 
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to necessity, not desiring, nor exceeding the 
limit, no sin shall be upon him; surely Allah 
is the Forgiving, the Merciful.”’ (2:173.) 


‘oe * xx 

“Say : I do not say to you, I have with 
me the treasures of Allah, nor do I know the 
unseen, nor do I say to you that I am an 
angel ; I do not follow aught save that which 
is revealed to me. Say: Are the blind and 
the seeing one alike? Do you not then 
reflect ? ’’ (6:50.) 


x * * 

“And do not make your hand to be 
shackled to your neck, nor stretch it utmost 
of its stretching forth, lest you should after- 
wards sit down blamed, stripped  off.’’ 
(17:29.) 

a i a 

“And say to My servants that they 
speak that which is best; surely the devil 
sows dissensions among them ; surely the devil 
is an open enemy of man.” (17:33.) 

* * * 

‘“‘ That shall be so ; and whoever respects 
the sacred ordinances of Allah, it is better for 
him with his Lord ; and the cattle are made 
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Jawful for you, except that which is recited 
to you; therefore avoid the uncleanness of the 
idols and avoid false words.” (22:30.) 

x . * 7 

“ Those who swallow down usury cannot 
arise, except as one whom the devil has 
prostrated by his touch does rise. That is 
because they say: Trading is only like 
usury ; and Allah has allowed trading and 
forbidden usury. To whomsoever then the 
admonition has come from his Lord, then he 
desists; he shall have what has already 
passed, and his affair is in the hands of Allah ; 
and whoever returns (to it), these are the 
inmates of fire: in it they shall abide.”’ 
(2:275.) 

a a * 

“And attend constantly to prayers and 
to the most excellent prayer, and stand up 
truly obedient to Allah.” (2:238.) 

aK a ae 

“QO men! serve your Lord Who created 
you and those before you so that you may 
guard (against evil).” (2:21.) 

x * * 

“And fight in the way of Allah with 

those who fight against you, and do not 


S 
exceed the limits; surely Allah does not love 
those who exceed the limits.” (2:190.) 
* x of 
““Q you who believe! do not devour 
usury, making additions again and again; and 
be careful of your (duty to) Allah, that you 
may be successful.” (3:129.) 
x x 2 
“Say : O My servants! who have acted 
extravagantly against their own souls, do 
not despair of the mercy of Allah; surely 
Allah forgives the faults altogether ; surely 
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” 
(39:53.) 
* * aK 
“ Say to the believing men that they cast 
down their looks and guard their private 
parts ; that is purer for them; surely Allah 
is aware of what they do.”’ (24:30.) 
* x + 


‘‘ And He has made subservient to you 
the sun and the moon pursuing their courses, 
and He has made subservient to you the 
night and the day.” (14:33.) 

* x * 

‘‘And He gives you of all that you ask 

Him, and if you count Allah’s favours, you 
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will not be able to number them; most 
surely man is very unjust, very ungrateful.”’ 
(14:34.) 

: * x * 

“* All do We aid—these as well as those— 
out of the bounty of your Lord ; and the 
bounty of your Lord is not couenes: = 
(17:20.) 


* * * 

“And the Jews say: The Christians do 
not follow anything good, and the Christians 
say the Jews do not follow anything good, while 
they recite the same Book. Even thus say 
those who have no knowledge like to what 
they say ; so Allah shall judge between them 
on the day of resurrection in what they differ.”’ 
(2:113.) 

%* * - 3 

“And the Jewssay: The hand of Allah 
is tied up! Their hands shall. be shackled 
and they shall be cursed for what they say. 
Nay, both: His hands are spread out.. He 
expands as He pleases; and whatever has 
been revealed’ to you from your Lord, will 
certainly make many of them increase in 
imordinacy and unbelief; and We have put 
enmity and hatred among them till: the 
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day of judgment; whenever they kindle a 
fire for war, Allah puts it out, and they strive 
to make mischief in the land; and Allah 
does not love the  mischief-makers.”’ 
(5:64.) 

* % * 

‘‘It is not righteousness that you turn 
your faces towards the East and the West, 
but righteousness is that one should believe 
in Allah and the last day and the angels and 
the book and the prophets, and give away 
wealth out of love for Him to the near of the 
kin and the orphans and the needy and the 
wayfarer and the beggars and for (the eman- 
cipation of) slaves and keep up prayer and 
pay poor-rate ; and the performance of their 
promise when they make a promise, and the 
patient in distress and affliction and in time 
of conflict—these are they who are true (to 
themselves), and these are they who: guard 
against evil.”” (2:177.) 


* *% % 

‘‘ Allah said : Surely I will send it down to 
you, but whoever shall disbelieve afterwards 
from among you, surely I will chastise him 
with a chastisement with which I will not 
chastise any one among the nations.” 
(6:115.) 
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“OQ you who believe! retaliation is 
prescribed for you in the matter of the slain : 
the free for the free, and the slave for the 
slave, and the female for the female, but if 
any remission is made to any one by his 
(aggrieved) brother, then prosecution for 
bloodwit should be made according to usage, 
and payment should be made to him in: good 
manner; this is the alleviation from your 
Lord and a mercy ; so whoever exceeds the 
limit after this, he shall have a painful chast- 
isement.”’ (2:178.) 

x * * 


“* And there is life for you in (the law of) 
retaliation, O men of understanding, that you 
may guard yourselves.” (2:179.) 

* ak a - 

“And spend in the way of Allah and 
cast not yourself to perdition with your 


own hands, and do good (to others); surely 
Allah loves the doers of good.” (2:195.) 


x a % 
‘“‘ And there are some among them who 
say : Our Lord! grant us good in this world 


and good in the hereafter, and save us from 
chastisement of the fire.”’ (2:201.) 
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‘OQ you who believe ! do not devour your 
property among yourselves falsely, except 
that it be trading by your mutual consent, 
and do not kill your people: surely Allah is 
merciful to you.” (4:29.) 


‘“‘ And (as for) those who believe and do 
good deeds, we will make them enter. gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, to abide in them 
for ever; they shall have therein pure mates, 
and We shall make them enter (a state of) 
great happiness.” (4:37.) 


« Q you who believe; do not forbid 
yourself the good things that Allah has made 
lawful for you and do not exceed the limits ; 
surely Allah does not love those who exceed 
the limits,” 


«OQ you who believe! be upright for 
Allah, bearers of witness of justice, and let 
not hatred of people incite you not to act 
equitably; act equitably that is nearer to: 
piety, and be careful of your duty to Allah ; 
surely Allah is aware of what you do,” 1.1: 
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‘That is Allah, your Lord; there is no 
God but He, the Creator of all things, there- 
fore serve Him; and He has charge of all 
things.” 

ae ak * 

‘‘ And if they incline to peace, then incline 
to it and trust in Allah; surely He is the 
Hearing, the Knowing.” : 


* * * 

‘Do you not see that Allah is He Whom 
do glorify all those who are in the Heavens. 
and the Earth, and the very birds with 
expanded wings? He knows the prayer of 
each one and its glorification; and Allah is 
cognizant of what they do.” 

* * * 

‘‘Q you who believe! take care of your 
souls ; he who errs cannot hurt you when 
you are on the right way; to Allah is your 
return, of all of you; so He will inform you 
of what you did.” 

* * * 

““O you who believe ! most surely many 
of the doctors of law and the monks eat 
away the property of men falsely, and turn 
(them) for Allah’s way ; and as for those who 
hoard up gold and silver and do not spend 
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it in Allah’s way, announce to them a painful 
chastisement.”’ (9; 34.) 
* * * 

“Those who spend benevolently in ease 
as well as in straitness, and those who restrain 
their anger and pardon men; and Allah 
loves the doers of good to others.” (3: 133.) 

* * * 

“By no means shall you attain to 
righteousness until you spend benevolently 
out of what you love; and whatever thing 
you spend, Allah surely knows it.” (3: 91.) 

* a x 

““Q you who believe ! be careful of your 
duty to Allah with the care which is due to 
Him ; and do not die unless you are Muslims.” 
(3: 101.) 


a a 

‘“‘ And from among you there should be 
a party who invite to good and enjoin what 
is right and forbid the wrong; and these it 

is that shall be successful.’’ (3: 103.) 

aye * a 
‘You are the best of the nations raised 
up for the benefit of men : you enjoin what is 
right and forbid what is wrong and believe 
in Allah; and if the followers of the Book 
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had believed, it would have been better for 
them; of them some are believers and most 
of them are transgressors.”’ (3: 109.) 

* * a 


“So each We punished for his sin ; and 
of them was he on whom We sent down a 
violent storm, and of them was he whom the 
rumbling overtook, and of them was he whom 
We made to be swallowed up by the earth, 
and of whom was he We drowned; and it 
did not beseem Allah that He should be 
unjust to them, but they were unjust to their 
own souls.” (29: 40.) 

x « * 


“And certainly we have made distinct 
for man in this Quran every kind of descrip- 
tion, but most men do not consent to aught 
but denying.” ( 17:89.) 

x * * 

“Say : Everyone acts according to his 
manners ; but your Lord best knows who is 
best guided in the path.” (17: 84.) 


* x * 
‘“‘ And say : The truth has come and the 


falsehood vanished; surely falsehood is a 
vanishing thing.” ( 17:87.) 
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‘“‘ And We reveal of the Quran that which 
is a healing and a mercy to the believers ; and 
it adds only to the perdition of the unjust.”’ 
(17: 82.) 

* * x 
‘“ And when We bestow favour on man, 


he turns aside and behaves proudly ;and when 
evil afflicts him, he is despairing.”’ (17: 83.) 


VERSES FROM THE BIBLE 
(OLD TESTAMENT) 


Thou shalt not kill. (Exod. 20:13.) 


* # * 


Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
(Hxd. 20:14.) 
3K 


a aK 
Thou shalt not steal. (Exod. 20:15.) 
* * * 


Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. (Exod. 20:16.) 

* * * 

Thou shall not covet thy neighbour’s 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour’s. (Exod. 20:17.) 

* * * | 

If a soul sin, and commit a trespass 
against the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour in 
that which was delivered him to keep, or in 
fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, 
or hath deceived his neighbour.......... 
Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and 
is guilty, that he shall restore that which 
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he took violently away, or the thing which 
he hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was 
delivered to him to keep, or the lost thing 
which he hath found,........ And the priest 
shall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord : and it. shall be forgiven him for any 
thing of all that he hath done in trespassing 
therein. (Lev.6: 2,4, & 7.) 
% % * 

Ye shal) fear every man, his mother, and 
his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the 
Lord your God. (Lev. 19:3.) 

%* * % 

He shall separate himself from wine and 
strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of 
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither 
shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat 
moist grapes, or dried. (Num. 6:3.) 

% % % 

Thou sbalt not see thy brother’s ox or 
his sheep go astray, and hide thyself from 
them: thou shalt in any case bring them 
again unto thy brother. (Deut. 22:1.) 


* * % 

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy 
brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, 
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury. 
(Deut. 23:49.) 
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Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon 
usury ; but unto thy brother thou shalt not 
lend upon usury ; that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand 
to in the land whither thou goest to possess 
it. (Deut. 23:20.) 


* * * 


And the Lord said unto Samuel, How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have 
rejected him from reigning over Israel ? 
fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send 
thee to Jesse, the Beth-lehemite : for I have 
provided me a king among his sons. 
(1 Sam. 16:1.) 


* * * 


Blessed 1s the man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there 1s no guile. (Ps. 32:2.) 


* * * 


Trust in the Lord with all thine heart ; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
(Prov. 3:5.) 


* * * 


Remember the former things of old : for 
I am God, and there 1s none else; I am 
God, and there zs none like me. (Js. 46:9.) 


VERSES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Blessed ave they who do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall be 
filled. (Maitt.-3:6.) 


* * * 

Take heed that ye do not give your 
alms before men, to be seen of them: other- 
wise ye have no reward of your Father which 
is in heaven. (Matt. 6:1.) 

* x * 


For God commanded, saying, Honour 
thy father and mother : and, he that curseth 
father or mother, let him die the death. 
(Matt. 15:4.) 


* * *« 


It is casier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. (Mark 10:25.) 
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And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 
than having two hands to go into hell, into 
the fire that never shall be quenched. 
(Mark 9:43.) 
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And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be 
given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. (Luke 11:9.) 

* * x 

And he said, Woe unto you also, ye 
lawyers! for ye lade man with burdens 
grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch 
not the burdens with one of your fingers. 
(Luke 11:46.) 

x x xx 

Then said He unto them, But now, he 
that hath a purse, let him take i, and likewise 
his scrip; and he that hath no sword, let him 
sell his garment, and buy one. (Luke 22:36.) 

* * * 

Judge not according to the appearance, 

but judge righteous judgment. (John 7:24.) 


SAYINGS OF THE HOLY 
PROPHET MUHAMMAD. 


Sayings of the Holy Prophet .— 


O Lord, grant me the love of Thee ; 
grant that I love those that love Thee ; grant 
that I may do the deeds that win Thy love ; 
make Thy love dearer to me than self, family, 
or wealth. 


* * * 


There is no monasticism in Islam. 


The Apostle of God was the handsomest 
of men, and the most liberal, and the most 
brave. Muhammad was more modest than 
a virgin behind her curtain. He said: “It 
beseemeth me to be kinder to Muslims than 
they to each other. Wherefore any Muslim 
dying in debt and not leaving property to 
discharge it, it shall rest with me ; and those 
who leaveth property, it 1s for their heirs.”’ 
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God saith: ‘“‘O man, only follow My 
laws, and thou shalt become like unto Myself.”’ 


* * x 
There is a polish for everything, and the 


polish for the heart is the remembrance of 
Allah. 


* *€ *K 
Whosoever loveth to meet Allah, Allah 
loveth to meet him. ) 
* * * 
Verily there is a piece of flesh in the body 
of man, and when it is good, the whole body 


is good ; but when bad, the whole body is bad, 
and beware ; it is the heart. 


x x * 
Actions shall be judged according to 
motives. 
* 2k a 
No man is true in the truest sense of the 
word save he who is true in word, in deed, and 
in thought. 
* 2 x 


He is true who protecteth his brother, 
both present and absent. 


24 


My Cherisher hath commanded me nine 
things : (1) to reverence Him externally and 
internally ; (2) to speak truth, and with pro- 
priety, in prosperity and in adversity ; (3) 
moderation in affluence and poverty; (4) 
to benefit myrelations and kindred, though 
they do not benefit me ; (5) to give alms to him 
who refuseth me; (6) to forgive him who 
injureth me ; (7) that my silence should be for 
attaining a knowledge of God; (8) that when 
I speak, I should mention Him; and (9) that 
when I look on God’s creaiures, it should be as 
an example for them, seeing that God hath 
ordered me to direct them in that which is 
lawful. 


* * a 
One who is young shall not attain to 


paradise by neglecting his parents when they 
are old. 


* * x 
Paradise lieth at the fect of the mother. 
PY ok 2 


To him who, being young, honoureth the 
old, on account of their age, may God appoint 
those who shall honour him when he is stricken 
in years. 
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Allah’s pleasure is in a father’s pleasure, 
and Allah’s displeasure is in a father’s dis- 
pleasure. 


x 2 * 
Dost thou love thy Creator ? Love thy 
fellow-creatures first. 
2 2 x 


Pray to God morning and evening, and 
spend the day in thy pursuits. 


* * * 
Charity averteth impending calamities. 
* 2 xk 


He is a hypocrite who, when he speaketh, 
speaketh untruth ; who, making a promise, 
breaketh it ; and who, when trust is reposed 
in him, faileth in his trust. 

* * * 

Thus saith Allah: “ Verily those who 
exercise patience under trials, and forgive 
wrongs, are righteous.” 

x x x 

Modesty and chastity form parts of the 
Islamic Faith. 

* x x 

Muslims are brothers in religion, and 
they must not oppress one another nor cease 
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assisting one another, nor must they hold 
one another in contempt. The seat of right- 
eousness is the heart; therefore that heart 
which is righteous doth not hold a Muslim 
in contempt ; and to take the things of one 
Muslim is forbidden to another—his blood, 
property, and reputation. 
* % % 

The best of you is he who behaveth best 
to his household. 

% * % 

When three persons are together, two 
of them musf not whisper to each other 
without letting the third hear, until others 
are present, because it will hurt him. 

% *% % 

I have left two things among you, and 
you will not stray as long as you hold fast 
to them: one is the book of God, and the 
other the descendants of His Messenger. 

%* * * 

A Muslim is he from whose tongue and 
hands Muslims are safe, and a Mujahir is he 
who fleeth from what God has forbidden. 

* % % 

The worst man is a bad learned man, 

and a good learned man is the best. 
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Wish not death for the increase of a 
Muslim’s life increases his good works. 


* % *% 

A bier passed by Muhammad and he 
rose up ; and it was said to him, “ This is a 
funeral of a Jew.’’ He answered, ‘‘ Was it 
not the holder of a soul.” 


* * x 

The adultery of the eye is to look with 
an eye of lust on the wife of another ; and the 
adultery of the tongue is to utter what is 
forbidden. 

% *% % 

Iam no more than man. When I order 
you anything respecting religion, receive it ; 
but when I order you about the affairs of the 
world, then I am nothing more than man. 

* * % 

The greatest enemies of God are those 
who profess Islam and do acts of infidelity, 
and who, without cause, shed man’s blood. 

* % *% 

What is Islam? “Abstinence and 
obedience.’’ What is the best faith? “An 
amiable disposition.”” What is the best emi- 
gration ? “‘ Abandoning where God _ dilis- 
approveth.”” What is religion? “ Purity 
of speech and thought,” said the Messenger 
of God. 
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If you derive pleasure from the good 
deed you perform, and feel grieved for the 
evil which you commit, you are a_ true 
believer. 


4 ok oe 
He who seeth Me seeth the truth. 
* sd * 


An hour’s contemplation and study of 
God’s creation is better than a year’s ador- 
ation. 

* * ok 

Every child is born with a disposition 
towards the natural religion. It is the 
parents who make it a Jew, a Christian, or a 
Magian. 

x * 

The Lord regards not the prayer in which 

the heart does not accompany the body. 
* x 


The best of God’s obedient elect are those 
who, when seen, remind one of God ; and the 
worst of the people are the tale-bearers, 
those who do mischief and separate friends, 
and seek for the defects of the good. 

%* * * 


Speak to people according to the level of 
their intellectual capacity. 
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It is your conduct that will lead you to 
reward or punishment as if you had been 
destined therefor. 


Admonish your wife with kindness. 
* * 2k 


No father has given his children any 
better gift than good manners. 
* * ok 


Refrain from decrying and speaking of 
the vices of mankind which you know are in. 
yourself. 

** ** x 

The person who drinketh liquor, com- 
mitteth adultery, and who stealeth calleth 
down upon himself severe punishment. 

* x ** 


This life is but a tillage for the next ; do 
good therefore here that you may reap there ; 
for striving is the ordinance of God, and 
whatever Allah hath ordained can only be 
attained by striving. 

* * ** 


A sincere repenter of faults is like him 
who hath committed none. 
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The blessings of Allah do not descend 
upon the family in which is one who deserteth 
his relations. 

* %* * 

A community must desist from boasting 
of its ancestors. Mankind are all the sons 
of Adam, and he was from earth. 

* *K i 

The best Muslim house is that which 
has an orphan well cared for. 

* * * 

Verily your actions will be brought back 
to you as if you yourself were the creator of 
your punishment. 

* * * 

Standing water should not be vitiated by 
nuisance. 

* * x 

The hand that bestoweth is better than 
the hand that receiveth. 

* * * 

A servant, when in charge of the property 
of his master, must guard it. 

* * a. 

He is wise and sensible who subdues his 
carnal desires and hopes for reward ; and he 
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is an ignorant man who follows his lustful 
appetites, and with all this asks Allah’s forgive- 


ness. 
* *% % 


The best of friends is he who is best in 


behaviour and character. 
& e = 


The love of the world is the mother of all 


evils. 
& x a 


Who so openeth unto himself the door 
of begging God will open unto him the door 
of poverty. 

sy % ¥ 

Look to those inferior to thyself, which is 

best for thee, that thou mayest not hold God’s 


benefits in contempt. 
* * * 


When Muhammad sent me to Yemen in 
a judicial capacity, he came out to see me off, 
and advised me, while I was riding and he was 
walking by the side of my camel: “QO 
Mua’z! Verily you will not find me after 
this year.’”’ Then I wept from sorrow at being 
separated from him. Then he turned aside 
and wept, and turned his face to Medina and 
said: ‘‘ The nearest to me are the abstinent, 
whoever they be, wherever they be.”’ 
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The faithful do not die: they are transferred 
from this perishable world to that of eternal 
existence. 

*K * *k 


Say your prayers standing ; but if you 
are not able, .do it sitting ; and if not sitting, 
in bed. 

x * * 


Feed the hungry and visit the sick, and 
free the captive if he is unjustly confined. 
Assist any that be oppressed, whether Muslim 
or not. 

* * * 

Fear not the obloquy of the slanderer 
in showing God's religion. 

* * * 

Guard yourself from six things, and Iam 
your security for paradise: When you 
speak, speak the truth ; perform when you 
promise ; discharge your trust; be chaste 
in thought and action; and withhold your 
hand from striking, from taking that which 
is unlawful and bad. 

* * *. 

Do not exceed bounds in praising me as 
the Christians do in praising Jesus, the Son of 
Mary, by calling him God and the Son of God. 


33 


I am only the servant of the Lord ; call me 
therefore the servant of God and His Mes- 
senger. 
2k 2K 
It is better to sit alone than in company 
with the bad ; and it is better to sit with the 
good than alone. And it is better to speak 
words to a seeker of knowledge than to remain 
silent ; and silence is better than bad words. 
* ak ok 


He dieth not who taketh to learning. 
* * * 


One of the followers asked him to curse 
the enemy (infidels), and he replied, “ I am 
not sent for this, nor was I sent but as a mercy 
to mankind.” 

* * * 


Deal gently with people, and be not rash ; 
cheer them, and condemn not. Many people 
of book may ask you what is the key to 
heaven; reply to them, “ To testify to the 
truth of God and to do good work.” 

* * ss 

What is paradise? And the Prophet 
replied : ‘‘ It is such a bliss as the eye hath 
not seen, nor the ear heard, nor flashed across 
the mind of man.” 
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Whosoever is kind to the creation of God 
is kind to himself. 
aK : + 4 


The first thing created was reason. 
** * * 


The world and all things in it are valu- 
able ; but the most valuable thing in the 
world is a virtuous wife. — 


Look after the widowed women. 


* * * 
Help the needy. 
x + x 


The best man is he from whom good 
accrueth to humanity. 


* * * 
Cherish your children. 


* * *K 


Whoever doeth good to the girls shall be 
saved from hell. 
x x x 


One whose intercessions obstruct the 
course of Divine justice would be subjected 
to the wrath of God, and suffer till he retrieves. 

(T1brani.) 
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One who intercedes in the matter of 
Divine justice sets up a quarrel with Allah ; 
and one who helps any party in a civil or 
criminal case without knowing who is right 
and which is truthful would remain subjected 
to the wrath of God till he ceases to do so. 

(Tibrani.) 


* * * 


Before Allah the one most deserving 
chastisement is he who remains indulged in 
litigation. (Bukhari.) 

* * * 


When a person breaks any command- 
ment of God, then God feels ashamed. It is 
commendable of the mercy of Allah that He 
feels so when the offender should, and, as such, 
the knowledge of this fact should keep people 
away from sin. (Bukhart.) 

x x x* 


The Prophet said: ‘‘ I know some who 
wil] apparently rise on the day of judgment 
as if all good deeds are to their credit, but 
Allah will destroy them.’”” The companions, 
being constrained at this, inquired if any one 
of them would have that fate, and the Prophet 
replied: ‘“‘They are your brothers, who, 
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though they spend nights in praying, yet 

grab at an opportunity occurring to break 

Allah’s commandments. (Ibn Maja.) 
co * * 


One who seals the hearts to all that is 
good is attached to the throne of God. 
Whenever a person breaks an order of Allah, 
he is punished ; and when a person becomes 
a confirmed offender, then Allah orders 
the angel to put a seal to the heart, after 
which the person becomes blind to good and 
bad. (Bazar Bhathaqi.) 


* * * 


When a Muslim hides the faults of 
another Muslim, then Allah will hide his; 
and when a Muslim spreads the faults ot 
another Muslim, then God will spread his, 
so much so that he will become an object of 
distrust in his own house. (Tivmzizt.) 


‘““O people! you profess Islam by lips 
only, while in your hearts Islam has not 
obtained a grip. Remember! do not hurt 
Muslims, and do not try to find out their 
hidden faults and secrets, for those who 
seek after the faults and secrets of Muslims 
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that are hidden Allah would seek theirs, 
and when Allah takes up an offence, there 
remains no hope for them.”’ (Tivmiz1.) 


ae * aK 


Do not laugh at the hidden fault of 
another Muslim, if known to you, lest Allah 
may chastise you and help him. (Tirmizi.) 

* * ok 


One who laughs at a fault of another 
Muslim will not die till he himself comes to 
commit the same. (Tirmi21.) 

* x * 


God speaks badly of those who give or 
take bribes. (T1vmizt.) 
* * * 


The abode of the taker and giver of a 
bribe will be hell. (Bukhart.) 


* * * 


The giver of a bribe, the taker of a bribe, 
and the one who arranges this will all find 
themselves in hell. (Tibrant.) 

* * * 

To take a bribe is to dissociate oneself 
from Islam. Famine spreads in the nation 
addicted to adultery, but the terrible wrath of 
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Allah descends on the nation which becomes 
used to bribery. (Ahmed.) 


* * * 


The governor and magistrate of a 
nation will rise on the day of judgment with 
their hands tied round their necks. When 
found above reproach in their dealings as well 
as dispensation of justice, they will be set 
free, otherwise they will be thrown into the 
deepest depths of hell. (T2branz.) 


* * * 


When a person recommends a person to 
another, and takes anything from him as a 
gift, he then brings upon himself the sin 
attached to, and the equivalent of, usury: 
(Abu Daud.) 


The Sayings Of Hazarat Ali. 


(COUSIN AND SON-IN-LAW OF THE HOLY 
PROPHET MUHAMMAD.) 





1. The Holy God is such a true God 
that the manifestations of His nature in the 
organization of the universe are self-evident 
proofs of His existence that even the hearts 
of atheists cannot but admit it. 


2. He who knows God abstains from 
self-admiration. 


3. I pray to God for mercy. He is so 
merciful that He counts your vice as only 
one vice, and your single virtue as ten virtues. 


4. One class of people worships God for 
the sake of reward: this is a kind of commercial 
worship. Another class is engaged in wor- 
ship for the fear of punishment : this is a sort 
of servile worship. There is also a third 
class which worships God with a view to 
thank Him: this is a worship of freemen. 


5. The chief credit of the generous is 
that they forget the faults of others which 
they know. 
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6. When thou hast power of vengeance 
abstain from the sin of taking it. 


7. Do not make a promise which 
thou canst not fulfil, and do not guarantee a 
thing which thou canst not accomplish. 


8. Knowledge is better than wealth 
because the latter thou hast to protect, while 
the former protects thee. 


9. Knowledge without practice is like 
a tree without fruit. 


10. He who points out thy fault to thee 
is thy true friend, while he who hides thy 
defect is thy real enemy. 


11. Keep secret the good thou hast 
done to others, and make it known when it 
is done to thee by others. 


12. Do good to your parents so that 
you may be done good to by your sons. 


13. Do not trust anybody but God; do 
not fear anything but your own sin. 

14. Fear death ; remember, and be ready 
for it at all times. 


15. The key to success lies in patience 
and perseverance. 
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16. One does not attain to perfection 
by noble parentage, but by the acquisition 
of good and admirable qualities. 


17. Adorn thyself with the following 
qualities :— 

(1) To be kind and gracious to- 
wards mankind. 

(2) To avoid revolt and inordina- 
tion. 

(3) To work with one’s own hands. 

(4) To do justice to one’s own self. 


(5) To provide oneself for the next 
world. 


O God! Bless one whose chief treasury is 
hope and whose weapons are tears. 
* 2* * 
Every arrow does not hit the mark; nor is 
every prayer granted. 
as * sd 
Love of wealth fosters aspirations and spoils 
virtue. 
* * x 
Trust in God is the best-founded aspiration. 
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A man’s worth depends on the nobility of 
his aspirations. 


x * a 
Enmity is the occupation of fools. 
ae * * 


He is really wise whose action attests to his 


words. 
* * 


There is no disease more hopeless than want 


of wisdom. 
1K * * 
Knowledge is life and wealth. 
* x x* 
To respect the learned is to respect God. 
* * * 


Humanity is of two kinds: those who hope 
in vain, and those who gain to be dis- 
contented. 

* 2 ok 

Speech is like medicine, a small dose of which 

cures, and excess kills, the patient. 


* * *K 
A man is hidden beneath his own tongue. 
* * *k 


The miser’s wealth goes either to his heirs or 
. to the wind. | 
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The best of men is he who benefits men. 
* * ae 


The short coffers of the charitable man are 
preferable to the abundance of the miser. 
* x* * 


Fasting of mind is to abstain from all evil 
temptations. 
*K *k * 


Confession is the best saviour. 
* * x 


Prosperity consists not in the increase of 
money and children, but in the growth of 
virtue and the development of patience. 

* * * 

People are asleep when alive ; they are only 
awake when they are dead. 

* * * 

Death is separation from the perishable and 
merging in the imperishable. 

x * x 

Know that resignation is the first step in true 

religion, and sincerity its end. 
x * x 

The best investment is that with which 

duties are discharged. 
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Virtue never dies. 


* a * 
A man’s value depends on his moral worth. 
* * * 
No pain is more troublesome than ignorance. 
* 2 * 
Cruelty to the distressed is the worst cruelty. 
* 2 * 
Forgiving is the crown of greatness. 
* * * 


To fight against one’s own desires is the 
highest wisdom. 
x * * 
Sinning is a disease ; repentance is its medicine; 
and abstaining from it is its cure. 


The Sayings of Imam Hasan .— 


(GRANDSON OF THE HOLY PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD) 


Teach to others what God has made known 
to you. 
x * x 


Do not be greedy. 


* * *k 
Good and to the point language is half 
education. 
* * * 


There are three deadly things for men : pride, 
greed, and avarice. Pride kills religion, 
greed kills the soul, and avarice kills 


morals. 
* * * 
To hoard 1s bad. 
* * * 
To be charitable in poverty is great. 
* 2 > 


To hoard is an offence against God. 
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Learning is to be one’s own master. 
* * * 


To worry adds worry. 


* * * 
Do as taught by God. 
x x x 


It is weakness to get worried at a misfortune. 
* * * 
It 1s cowardice to desert friends. 
* * K 
It is foolishness to fight with the great for 
greatness. 
x x a 
It is godly to forgive. 
* * > 


One who follows the ignorant is bad. 


* * * 


There are three sections of people: the 
first (section) resembles (like that of) food; 
that is, no man can live without it; i.e., their 
co-operation is very necessary ; the second 
(section) resembles: (like that of) medicine or 
doses that are not often wanted; i.e., their 
occasional. co-operation is quite sufficient in 
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life; and thirdly, there are people who resem- 
ble (like that of) disease, whom other people 
do not want, as it is injurious and infectious. 


2 * x 
Who is a true Muslim ? 


Strong (firm) in faith, wise but kind, true 
in belief, knowing and forbearing, mindful 
in ease, considerate in rights, temperate in 
wealth and contented in poverty, gentle in 
(using) power, regardful in friendship and 
patient in misery. Neither can anger 
vanquish him, nor excitement baffle him. 
Selfishness impels him not, abundance of 
wealth disgraces him not, and he becomes 
not mean for desire or greed. Always brave 
and steady, he willrun to rescue the oppressed, 
and will be kind to the feeble. He is neither 
niggardly nor extravagant ; he forgives faults, 
and overlooks what the ignorant do; his 
own self suffers pain at his hands, but to the 
world he affords pleasure. 


Sayings of Great Men of the West.— 


The utmost wisdom is not in self-denial, but 
in learning to find extreme pleasure in 
every little thing. (Long fellow.) 

cd * * 

To be disobedient through temptation is 
human sin; but to be disobedient for 
the sake of disobedience, is fiendish sin. 

(Ruskin.) 
x* * x 

To thine ownself be true ; 

And it must follow, as the night the day, 

Thou canst not then be false to any man. 

(Shakespeare. ) 


* * * 

Out of eternity this new day is born ; 

Into eternity at night dothreturn. (Carlyle.) 
x x x 

To a close-shorn sheep God gives wind by 


measure, 
Help thyself, and God will help thee. 


(George Herbert.) 
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Like as the waves makes toward the pebbled 


shore, 
So do our minutes hasten to their end. 
(Shakespeare.) 
2 oe of 


Beauty, good, and knowledge are three 
sisters 


That doat upon each other, friends to man, | 
Living together under the same roof. 
(Tennyson.) 
x x * 
Virtue is our only bliss below, 
And our knowledge is ourselves to know. 
(Pope.) 
x * * 


That which we have we prize not to the 


worth ; 
But being lacked and lost, why then we rake 
its value ? (Shakespeare.) 
* * * 


May freedom, harmony, and love unite you 
in grand design, 
Beneath the Omniscient Eye above 
The Glorious Architect Divine ! 
(Burns.) 
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Gentle words, quiet words, are after all the 
most powerful words. . (Gladen.) 

* * K 
Wisdom never forgives. Whatever resistance 
we have offered to her law, she avenges 
for ever; the lost hour can never be 
redeemed, and the accomplished wrong 


never atoned for. (Ruskins.) 
* * * 
Alas, by some degree of woe, we ever bliss 
must gain, 
The heart can ne’er a transport know that 
never feels a pain ! (Lytion.) 
x * x 


The voice of times cries to man, ‘* Advance.” 
Time is for his advancement and improve- 
ment, for his greater worth, his greater 
happiness, his better life. (Dickens.) 

* x * 
Lives of great men all remind us we can make 

our lives sublime. 

(Long fellow.) 

x x * 
Life every man holds dear, but the brave man 


Holds honour far more precious than dear life. 
. (Shakespeare.) 


ol 


Walk boldly and wisely in the light thou 
hast, 
There is a Hand above will help thee on. 
(Philth Batley.) 
2 * ** 
There are three things to which man is born— 
labour, sorrow, and joy— 
Nor can any life be bright that has not all 
three. (Ruskin.) 
* * *K 
Silence is the perfect herald of joy : 
I were but little happy if I could say how 
much. (Shakespeare.) 
* x x 
Take the task that is given to thy band, 
For who that is faithful where his steps are 
led 
In a self-thought path can stand. 
(A inonymous.) 
* * x 
There is no substitute for thoroughgoing, 
ardent, and sincere earnestness. 
(Dickens.) 
* * * 
Confess you were wrong yesterday, 
It will show you are wise to-day. (Proverb.) 
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There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew then how we will. (Shakespeare.) 


* * * 


Laugh where we must, be candid where we 
can, 


But vindicate the ways of God to man. 
(Pope.) 


* * * 


To know that which before us hes in daily 
life 
Is the prime wisdom. (Milton.) 
x ** x 


Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful. 
(Shakespeare.) 


* * * 


Our doubts are traitors, 
And make us lose the good oft we win by 
fearing to attempt. (Shakespeare.) 


No man who is truly ready to take part in a 
noble quarrel will ever stand long in 
doubt by whom, or in what cause, his 
aid is needed. (Ruskin.) 
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If nature put not forth her power, about the 
little opening 
Of a flower, who is it that can live an hour. 
(Tennyson. ) 
* x * 


Life—is a lightning flash of breath, 
Time—but a thunder-clap of death. 
(Montgomery.) 
Affliction is not sent in vain 
From that good God Who chastens whom He 
loves. (Southey.) 
x * x 
Our bravest lessons are not learned through 
success, but misadventure. 
Light flashes in the gloomiest sky, 
And music in the dullest plain. (Alcot.) 
x x x 
How poor are they that have no patience ! 
What wound did ever heal but by degrees ? 


(Shakespeare.) 
* ok xx 
Life’s no resting, but a moving ; 
Let thy life be deed on deed. (Goethe.) 
* * x 


Our duty is to be useful, not according to our 
desires, but according to our powers. 
(A mzel.) 
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Study the best and the highest things that are, 
But of thyself a humble thought retain. 
(Davis.) 
x * * 
Words do well . 
When he that speaks them please those that 
hear. (Shakespeare. ) 


* **k * 


There’s mercy in every place, and mercy, 
encouraging thought, 

Gives even affliction a grace, and reconciles 
man to his lot. (Cowper.) 


a x a 
The world goes up, the world goes down, and 
sunshine follows the rain ; 
And yesterday’s sneer and yesterday’s frown 
can never come again. (Kingsley.) 
* * * 
Blessings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 
And though a late, a sure reward succeeds. 
(Congreve.) 


* * * 


The good in this state of existence prepon- 
derates over the bad, let miscalled phi- 
losophers tell us what they will. (Dickens.) 
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In real life the serious and the comic, the 
sublime and the grotesque, are mingled 
together. (Longfellow.) 


* * aK 


The little that is done seems nothing when 
we look forward and see how much we 
have yet to do. (Goethe.) 


* * * 


There is no treasure which may be compared 
Unto a faithful friend. (Ballade.) 
* * ok 
No human capacity ever yet saw the whole 
of a thing, but we may see more and 
more of it, the longer welook. (Ruskin.) 
* * * 
Love virtue ; she alone is free; she can teach 
you how to climb 
Higher than the sphery chime. (Multon.) 
* * 6 
To fear the foe, since fear oppresseth strength, 
gives in your weakness strength unto 
your foe, and so your follies fight against 
yourself, (Shakespeare.) 
* * ok 
No man is born into the world 
Whose work is not born with him.  (Lowell.) 
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Curb thou the high spirit in thy breast, 
For gentle ways are best. (Bryant.) 
x* * x 


If you have the abilities of all the great men, 
past and present, you could do nothing 
well without sincerely meaning it and 
setting about it. (Dickens.) 

* * x 


No two on earth in all things can agree, 
All have some darling singularity. (Churchill.) 


* * * 


Work till the last beam fadeth, 

Fadeth to shine no more ; 

Work while the night is darkening, 

When man’s work is ov’r. (W alker.) 
x* x * 


Still achieving, still pursuing, learn to labour 
and to wait. (Long fellow.) 
* x xx 


Friendship, of itself a holy tie, 

Is made more sacred by adversity. (Dryden.) 
* x x 

The wanderings of this most intricate universe 


Teach me the nothingness of things. 
(Tennyson.) 


o7 


Perfect light would dazzle, not illuminate the 
sight : 

From earth it is enough to glimpse at heaven. 

(Lord Houghton.) 
5 * 2 

Through steep ascents, through straight and 
rugged ways, 

Ourselves to glory’s lofty seats we raise. 

(Boscan..) 
* * * 

If you can’t get to be uncommon through 
going straight, vou'll never get to do it 
through going crooked. (Dickens. ) 

x x x 


Many have genius, but wanting art, 


Art for ever dumb. (Long fellow.) 
* 5 * 
Our hopes are brave ; our faiths are braver 
still. (Enc Mackay.) 
* * * 


O great eternity ! Our little life is but a gust 
That bends the branches of thy tree, 
And trails its blossoms in the dust. 

(Long fellow.) 
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The more we live, the more brief appears 
Our life’s succeeding stages. (Campbell.) 
* x xx 
Nothing can bring you peace but yourself ; 
Nothing can bring you peace but the triumph 
of principles. (Emerson.) 
x x 


Nothing is new; we walk where others went ; 
There’s no voice now that has its precedent. 
(Herrick.) 


*K * 2» 


One day thou wilt be blest, 
So still obey the guiding hand that fends 
Thee safely through these wonders for such 
ends. ( Keats.) 
x ** x 
Good humour may be said to be one of the 
very best articles of dress one can wear 
in society. (Thackeray.) 
x* x x 
In all things through the world the men who 
look for the crooked will see _ the 
crooked, and the men who look for the 
. Straight will see the straight. (Ruskz.) 
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There is no path but one for noble natures. 
(Mrs. Hemans.) 
* * 6 
There are three immaterial things, not only 
useful, but essential to life, 


No one knows how to live till he has got them: 
These are Admiration, Hope, and Love. 


(Ruskin.) 
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10. 
11. 
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Do. 
Do. 
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Do. 
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Islam 


What Is Islam? (Pamphlet) 
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tion Series] 
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